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Petit Jean editors meet final yearbook deadline
by Karin Springer
Bison staff writer
Tense concentration dominated the atmosphere in the
student publications office last
week as the yearbook staff
struggled to meet their final
deadline. After an array of
previous deadlines throughout
the school year, yearbook
editor Heather Allison, six
section editors and faculty
adviser Kay Gowen pushed
themselves to get the last pages
in the mail before 5 p .m.
Monday, Feb. 17.
A glance into the yearbook
office revealed the staff staring
intently at their computer
monitors, interrupting the
silence only with occasional
mutters and sporadic mouseclicking.
Trying to maintain their
sense of humor despite the
stress, some were asking
themselves why they ever took
on such a big responsibility in
the first place.
"I had no idea, when I
applied, how much time and
effort would go into it,"
organizations editor Rebekah
Lowe said. "The scholarship
wasanincentive,andithought
it would be fun after working
on the yearbook in high
school."
Social club editor Emily
McMackin agreed. "Mrs.
Gowen warned us ahead of
time," she said. "But we never
listened - until the first deadline rolled around."
With the work of assigning
stories, deciding on page
layoutsandeditingthefinished
pages, classes and schoolwork
were usually the first to suffer.
Allison, who is taking
graduate classes in addition to
her job as editor-in-chief, said
her job ranked higher in her
priorities than her classes this

year. "With the deadline
coming up, I'm spending about
60 hours a week in the office,"
she said. "It's no big surprise
that my grades are not as good
as they could be. Sometimes I
miss having a life outside the
office."
All staff members experienced a great deal of pressure.
The person who bore the brunt
of the work, however, was not
a student.
As yearbook adviser,
Gowen worked closely with
the editor-in-chief and supervised the whole process of
writing, editing and layout.
"My biggest struggle is keeping
my priorities straight," she
said.
"I'd like to spend more time
with my family and on my class
and home Bible study
preparations, but the yearbook
just occupies a lot of my
attention." Gowensaidshewas
thankful for her husband's
"tremendous support."
If working on the yearbook
required many sacrifices, it also
provided countless rewards.
The primary benefit for the
workers was their opportunity
to get a little job experience
before actually entering the
working world. All believed
they had acquired good timemanagement skills and a better
idea of their career goals.
"At first, this huge responsibility scared me," Allison
said. "I think my leadership
skills have increased in the
course of the year, and I've
learned how to think more
critically. And, it has definitely
been a lesson in patience."
Allison said the experience was
so positive that she would like
to stay and work for Harding.
McMackin believed she, too,
had matured through this
experience. "Although I must
admit that the work load was

Rebekah Lowe, organizations editor, looks over the shoulder of editor-inchief Heather Allison. The Petit Jean staff spent long hours working on
layouts, selecting photographs and writing stories. Photo by Kami Wentz.
very heavy, I don't regret
accepting the job," she said. "I
have learned so much about
working with other people in a
job setting."
The close relationship between Gowen and the staff
members was also seen as a
reward. "Mrs. G did a great job
of making the distinction
between the rersonal and the
professiona aspect of her
relationship with us," Lowe
said. "If we messed up, we
knew we wouldn't be in the
red with her for the rest of our
lives."
Gowen also enjoyed getting
to know the students well

enough to "be a mother to
them. I like to see the students
succeed, knowing that I'm
helping to prepare them for
their future jobs," she said. "It's
like a family - I become so
protective of them."
As the deadline pressure
wore off and everyone began
to catch up on sleep and classes,
all involved in the work on the
yearbook began to remember
the enjoyable side of the job.
"I'll probably continue to
drop by a lot," Lowe said,
"sometimes to chat, and
sometimes just to steal some
chocolate from Mrs. G's candy
jar." .-

Spring Sing show progressing on schedule
by Scott Loftis
Bison staff writer
Plans are well under way
and hopes are high that this
year's Spring Sing show will
be the best yet. Both directors
and students are busy making
sure the show is full of variety
and energy.
This year's theme is "Seize
the Day" and, according to Dr.
Steve Frye, director, the set will
be "something a little different."
Compared to last year, Frye
said he feels that the music in
this year's show has more
variety and strength.
"Things are going great.
Things are very much on
track," Frye said. Frye is in
charge of what he describes as
"the creative aspects of what
you see on stage."
This includes coordinating
the theme, choosing music,
working with the clubs, and
lights and set design.
The club acts will provide
plenty of variety, with themes
ranging from school kids and
tourists to doctors, nurses and
lumberjacks. Jennifer Clanton,
a junior member of Ju Go Ju
(whose theme is "Construction

Husband and wife, Brian and Dayna Suttles, act like school children while
practicing the Delta Chi Delta and Regina show. Photo by Kami Wentz.
Workers") said that their act is
going great. Clanton was
involved in last year's Spring
Sing and said that, this year,
her club's act is "cute as a
button."
Some students find Spring
Sing more time-consuming and
stressful than they can handle,
but that's not the case with
senior Heather Carrier.
"It's not as much time as I
expected, but I'm not sure what
things will be like when March
gets here," Carrier said.
Freshman Shawn Breeden
said that, even though Spring

Sing does take up a lot of his
time, he enjoys meeting all of
the people.
Carrier agreed, saying that
her favorite part so far has been
meeting new people. Carrier
and Breeden are both part of
Spring Sing for the first time.
Breeden is a member of Delta
Chi Delta, and Carrier is
participating as a friend in their
act, which has the theme,
"Electricity."
Frye said that he finds the
added time and responsibility
of Spring Sing to be an
"animator" for other areas of

his life and that it gives him a
higher level of contact with
students, which he enjoys.
Not only are the clubs busy
preparing, but the Ensemble is
working hard as well. Selected
from a large pool who auditioned, the members of the
Ensemble are preparing their
own numbers, to be performed
between club acts. According
tosophomoreJeffVeal, who is
a member of Ensemble, things
are moving along smoothly.
"It's at a point where we are
ahead of the game," Veal said.
Hinting toward what the
audience might see this year,
Veal said, "The opening is
something that has never been
done before. The show is full
of energy and is guaranteed to
wake people up."
Commenting on the types
of surprises that could be
expected this year, Frye said,
"Well, we do have a few tricks
up our sleeve. You'll just have
to come and see."
Spring Sing will be
performed March 27, March
28 and March 29 in the Benson
Auditorium, and tickets are
available in the Benson lobby
box office for $8, or $6 with a
studentiD.
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Insights

Listen- itjust might be God speaking

Why do we listen to the prayers of men but not to
the words of God? This question was the punch line
in a spiritual skit I performed last summer while
working as a camp counselor. The skit portrayed a
congregation of whisperers and gigglers while the
minister read from the Bible. The louder the minister
spoke, the louder the congregation whispered. But,
with the minister's utterance of the three trigger
words, "Let us pray," the congregation shushed one
anotl}er and bowed their heads in a silent prayer.
When the stage lights darkened, a deep voice asked
the question I want to ask today, "Why do we listen to
the prayers of men but not to the words of God?"
Yesterday, I suffered through chapel. My suffering
wasn't caused by a monotone speaker or a tone-deaf
song leader but by the incessant whisperings of those
seated around me. I heard more from the girls sitting
beside me about their weekend plans and from the
guys in front of me about basketball stats than from
the speaker. The whispering was only hushed when
someone behind the podium spoke those three little
words, "Let us pray."
I am not even remotely suggesting that we shouldn't
bow our heads in silence during prayer. Please don't
misinterpret my meaning. I am simply saying that our
prayers, as heartfelt and truthful as they may be, are

~~~cin~

Issues

by Alyne Hoover
Bison staff wrtter

There-releaseoftheStnrWarstrilogy
has brought back many wonderful
memories from my childhood. I
remember wanting to be Princess Leia
and weartng my hair in that doughnut
style to resemble her. Though I now
realize how ugly that hair style is, the
enhanced re-release thrills me just as
the original did.
The enhanced re-release has not
changed the fundamental story of Stnr
Wars in any way; changes that were
made only account for four and a half
minutes of film. The changes, though
subtle, have helped to keep Stnr Wars a
fond memory to those who remember
the original release.
Some of the changed scenes include
a shot of Princess Lela kissing Luke
Skywalker, who we later find out is her
brother; a city scene in which an animal
and workers were added to make the
scene more interesting; and a shot of
Jabba the Hut and Hans Solo that had
been taken out after director George
Lucas decided he didn't like the way
Jabba had been portrayed.
Due to the advance in special effects
over the last 20 years, I think that I, and
many others, would have been disappointed had they not updated certain
scenes. Star Wars has become such a
classic that remembrances of the original
have probably surpassed its actual
greatness.
To me, Star Wars has always been
the best and most innovative of movies.
The technology used in the original films,
though now surpassed, was the impetus
that brought special effects to their
present stature. I remember watching
the making of Stnr Wars on television
when I was young, and I find it interesting

-at the very most- the words of a righteous man. But
the stories and illustrations and exhortations from
the Bible are- at the very least- the words of our Holy
Father. So why is it that we don't listen when His
words are spoken? I realize that sometimes it may be
hard to think that a soft-spoken, trembling, stuttering
speaker is actually uttering the words of God. But, if
he is reading from the Bible, make no mistake about
it- even those stumbled-over words are holy.
Last summer, while serving as a camp counselor
for 10 weeks, I did a lot of talking, playing and praying
with my campers. Every night I would situate my girls
on a blanket in the middle of our rustic cabin and I
would try to get them to open up to each other and
share important moments from the day. We had
nightly devotionals and prayers, and then I would
listen while they talked. Sometimes, most of the time
actually, the conversations would lead to that age-old
topic of adolescent girls longing passionately for
adolescent boys. But there were other times when my
ears would be blessed with the excited words of young
souls on fire.
The nights that we counselors performed
spiritually based skits were often nights that produced
such discussions. One such evening, with daylight
quickly approaching, one of my boy-crazy junior high
campers who had been in trouble several times for

whispering during worship services brought up
the "Words of God" skit.
She simply remarked that she'd never
thought about what the
term, "Word of God,"
really meant. The phrase was just another one of
those empty expressions that she'd been hearing
since birth. She told me that it was pretty hard to
think of the preacher, her daddy, as one speaking
the words of God. The man behind the podium was
the same man who embarrassed her in front of her
friends and who still insisted on tucking her in at
night.
She knew that her whispers and giggles were
disrespectful, but she did not realize that her
disrespect extended all the way up to the throne of
God. The eyes of a 12-year-old girl were opened by
a simple 60-second skit. What will it take to open
our eyes? What will it take for us to realize that
even chapel- that part of the morning often spent
snoozing or chatting with friends - is a time when
God's words just might be spoken for anyone who's
listening?
So tell me, why is it that we listen to the prayers
of men but not to the words of God? Andrea Stark

A classic debate concerning 'Star Wars'
that the same movie is now receiving
similar coverage about the technology
used to update there-release. Television
shows, magazine articles and newspaper
articles have been telling the story of the
enhancement of Star Wars for more
than a month now.
In supporting the improvement of
Star Wars, I also see another side.
Director George Lucas updated his own
movie. For Stnr Wars purists to object to
the changes is absurd.
Objection to the
changes is kind of like
saying we don't trust
you to remain true to
the movie that you
created. Ifthechanges
had been made by an
outsider, I think I
would have had to
object.
However, all the
changes were made by
the creator who only
wanted to make his
movie better for the
people who have loved
it and supported it for
almost 20 years. In retrospect, how
many of us would like the ability to take
back a project or paper and fix it, after
having had time to reflect on our mistakes
and imperfections?
The re-released Star Wars is
fascinating, and I plan to be in line on
the opening nights of The Empire Sbikes
Back and Return of the JedL I can't wait
to see the changes in these two movies!
I admire and respect Lucas for
improving his movie. The easy route for
him would simply have been tore-release
the trilogy as it was. However, Lucas
insisted that the extra time and money
be spent to enhance the movie, creating
a movie he could be more proud of.

by Christy Pittman
Bison staff wrtter
"It can always be better" could easily
pass as America's motto. It seems that
Americans cannot leave well enough
alone. Bigger equals better, or does it?
All are aware of the recent release of
the Stnr Wars Special Edition Trilogy.
The new edition offers new visual effects
and never-before-seen footage. With
these temptations, who could resist the
curiosity and excitement of seeing it for
the first time all over
again?
I'm not going to
lie. I was in line for my
ticket the first weekend Star Wars was
released, and it was
worth every penny of
my money. Recalling
each scene, anxiously
awaiting the added
special effects and
enjoying the sharpness of surround
sound, I traveled back
in time to my tomboy days and felt a little
jealous of the children who were
experiencing Chewbaka (my personal
favorite) for the first time.
Overall, the special effects were
impressive. However, I could have done
without the added scene with Hans and
Jabba the Hut. It was a shot in the dark
at some comic relief, and it missed.
From commercials to toys, Darth
Vader and the gang are everywhere.
Americans can't step outside these days
without seeing or hearing something
about Stnr Wars. Just tmagine the money
this second-hand movie is bringing in!
Although the producers got lucky,
was it worth the risk of rutntng a classic?

'7~

Of course, most would answer with a
resounding 'yes,' but only because we
have seen its success.
Too many times classics have been
ruined with outlandish ideas to create
something bigger and better. Everyone
can recall favorite movies with attempted
sequels that backfired and made the
originals lose something. How about
Karate Kid? A movie that inspired me,
and I'm sure many others, to take karate
lessons. Now, remember Karate Kid 2
and even worse, a third attempt at a
female karate kid?
Amore recent example would be the
tear-jerker My Girl a movie that made
you laugh, cry and appreciate life. Then
came the sequel My Girl 2 which was a
big disappointment in my opinion. Nice
try guys.
Another example includes the classic
black and white films that are more than
likely available in color. No one can
explain why black and white films lose
their impact when viewed in color. One
of my favorite movies of all time is It's A
WonderjUI Life, but I would prefer not to
see it than to see it in color. It's just not
the same.
As my grandma would say, "There is
no point in beating a dead horse." If a
film is good, leave it alone. Let it have its
moment and let it be remembered for
that moment.
Movies are powerful. They control
our moods and change our mtndset.
They allow us to escape from our stressful
fast-paced lives. Don't leave a bad taste
in our mouths by changing movies that
have meant so much to so many of us.
I believe classics should be allowed
to remain classic. Whyriskrutntngthem?
I admit that I was thrilled to see Star
Wars on the big screen, butiwouldhave
been equally thrilled without the added
effects. Chewbaka is just too cool.
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Happenings

Surveys

We asked I oo students how they felt about the televisions being
added to the Student Center. And the survey says:

Hate them
15%_

Love them
31%

No opinion
17%

Feb. 21, 1965, marks the day OI_l which Malcom X, a black
leader who renounced the Black Muslim sect to form the
Organization of Afro-American Unity, was shot and killed
as he spoke to a rally at the Audubon Ballroom in New
York, N.Y. Three men were convicted of the murder in
1966 and sentenced to life in prison.

Feb. 21, 1972, wasthedatethatRichardNixonbecamethe
first U.S. president to visit any country not diplomatically
recognized by the U.S. when he traveled to the People's
Republic of China for meetings with Chairman Mao Tsetung and Premier Chou En-lai. The results of those
meetings, the "Shanghai Communique," was issued Feb.
27, 1972.

They're okay 37%

~~titr

Reflections

Inconveniences of the
vertically endowed

This weekend, Feb. 21-23, has been deemed "Second
Honeymoon Weekend" and is set aside for all couples to
spend some quality time together away from their everyday
routines. Annually, "Second Honeymoon Weekend" falls
on the weekend following Valentine's weekend.

by Misti Nowak
Bison columnist

I was thinking the other day - as I often do - about what it would be like to be
"vertically challenged." I'm certain we all have our own defmitions of short, but from
where I stand (approx. 6 feet 1 1/2 inches), short is anything under 5 feet 8 inches.
Forgive me if my standard seems a little high, but trust me when I say that I don't know
any better.
Females over 6 feet tall are few and far between, so it behooves us to stick together.
It's not so much a feeling of security, but a sense that we all understand and relate to
one another, no matter how incredibly different our personalities may be. The number
of women who express to me their desire to be taller never ceases to amaze me. The
comment I most frequently hear is, "Oh, it must be wonderful to be so tall!" Well,
actually, it is. I look at it as a blessing. But as I mentioned before, my tall friends (guys
included) and I understand and relate to one another when we are faced with the dark
side of this blessing.
I don't know if many of you have ever considered the inconveniences we, the
vertically endowed, must face on a daily basis in a world designed to accommodate the
standard majority. To satisfy any curiosities you may have had, I will share a few of
these experiences with you that may be eye openers for many who have never had to
think twice about the common daily occurrences of which I will now speak.
One that comes to mind every morning around 9 is the leg room (or lack thereof)
that the tightly packed rows of chapel seats offer. Have you ever wondered why the
knees of tall peoples' jeans are always worn out? It's because our poor knees are forever
rubbing, bumping and smashing into the seats in front of us. Just crossing our legs
takes an act of Congress unless one of us happens to be lucky enough to be seated
between two short people. It just so happens that, many times in the past, I have had
the experience of sitting beside several of my 6-footer-plus friends, and we had to learn
how to simultaneously cross our legs in the same direction or were otherwise reduced
to playing Chapel Twister until everyone was settled. Justfor kicks, factor in, ifyou will,
the strategically placed songbook holders which, upon convergence,leave one with the
feeling that he or she has just unsuccessfully come through reconstructive knee
surgery.
Another of my favorites is the length (or lack thereof) of the beds in the dorms. Sure,
I can get my head and feet on the bed at the same time- just as long as I lie diagonally
and don't move. Call me crazy, but I tend to relax considerably when I'm unconscious.
So without fail, I end up with my feet hanging at least 6 inches over the end of the bed. ·
Needless to say, I've often been a victim of frost bite and to this day have never, since
the eighth grade, been able to tuck in the bottom of my sheets.
Enough about feet and legs! My guns are now pointed at 99 percent of the shower
heads I have ever encountered! What's it like to stand up straight and have refreshing,
hot water pour out onto you face? This I will never know. I am condemned to a lifetime
of back-bend showers that, I'm certain, will lead to severe spinal problems in my old
age. While we're on the subject of head clearance- why am I constantly forced to duck
beneath hanging signs in the Student Center? As if it weren't difficult enough to
navigate through the crowded sea of students floating between classes, I must also
execute a number of successful ducks and sidesteps to avoid cranial collision with
posters hung at discriminating heights.
I'm not bitter about these inconveniences. In fact, I fmd them quite amusing. I
could produce columns of additional examples, purely for entertainment purposes.
(How could I forget about the knee-level drinking fountains or the bathroom mirrors
that cut off a large majority of my head?) Despite its disadvantages, I'd say that being
tall is definitely a good thing. Sure, it's a heart-wrenching experience to discover, upon
standing up, that the guy of my dreams is a foot shorter than me. But these
inconveniences build character, and character fosters creativity, and creativity
promotes happiness- all of which contribute to a cleverly constructed guide to dealing
with life's little (or big) idiosyncrasies.

Editor's Note:
This space is being reserved for student
submissions to the Bison each week. To be considered
for publication, send your letter, poem or pencil drawing
to Box 1192 two weeks before publication date. AU
submissions must include the signature and plwne
number of the creator.
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Inner city carnival set for April 13
by Janna Shero

Bison staff writer
For the third consecutive
year, students have committed to ministering in a
deprived North Little Rock
community.
The student-directed "Inner City Carnival" will take
place April13 at the Silver City
Courts neighborhood in North
Little Rock.
With25 booths planned and
about 300 children expected,
directors are petitioning
students, faculty and the
community for donations of
time and possessions.
Rachel Wilson, sophomore
nursing and vocational ministry major and carnival director,said, "We need donations
of clothing and toiletries. It's
such a big deal because it takes
so long to organize the things
that come in. Lots of people
are needed just to come hold
[the children's} hands during
the carnival."
Children and parents will
come to the carnival for
entertainment, but Wilson
hopes they will leave...,with a
lasting impression that their
own value has been reinforced

by dedicated, loving student
workers.
"Those kids won't forget
what's been done for them,"
Wilson said. "If we allow
ourselves to be instruments for
God, He can use us to touch
these children in ways that we
may never be fully aware of.
We have to keep praying."
The carnival will target
many age groups with a
variety of booths and entertainment.
Hot dogs, hamburgers or
pizza and drinks will be
provided for participating
families.
"We want to make sure the
kids are well fed," Wilson said.
"We don't know what their
situations are at home. This
may be a rare opportunity for
them to eat well."
Fundingforthecarnivalhas
been appropriated by a twoyear government grant worth
approximately $4,000, initiated in the 1995-96 school year.
About $2,000 remains to be
distributed for supplies this
year.
Bobbie Cox, senior accounting major and carnival
financial director, said, "It's a
learning experience for me. I

actually get to use the knowledge I've gained in studying
accounting."
The Inner City Carnival was
originally an effort of Harding
University students to create a
greater awareness of the River
City Church of Christ.
River City has been
sponsored by the Levy Church
of Christ in North Little Rock.
Its purposes are to minister
to the surrounding neighborhood with free medical care,
spiritual counsel and meals
throughout the week.
Last year's carnival director
and senior public relations
major, Allison Rector, said,
"The carnival has been very
effective for the River City
church."
Rector said she hopes that
carnival workers will hold to
the ideals with which it
originated. "It's supposed to
be a very personal thing,"
Rector said. "The games are a
way to facilitate the interaction
between students and the
children. [The carnival] isn't
complex, but it's fun for the
kids."
Other carnival small group
directors are also anticipating
the event.

The student center has always been the place to relax between classes and talk with friends. With the recent
addition of television sets, it is now a place to catch the latest sports scores. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
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AWH raises money to fund scholarships
by Jacob Gump

Bison staff writer
The Associated Women for
Harding (AWH), a non-profit
organization, works strictly for
the benefit of Harding students.
The women who are members
of the club work hard all
through the year to plan and
hold fund-raisers to make
scholarship money available
for people who cannot pay for
their school.
The women of AWH meet
once a month in different
members' homes. The current president is Shirley
Robinson, who will be serving
as president for the year.
"AWH gets so many people
involved with Harding, "
Robinson said.
Items such as the holiday
"cheer boxes" are designed and
put together by AWH. The
club also has a yearly "lunch
with Santa."
This function takes place in
different elementary schools in
the Searcy area. The children
get to have a lunch at their
school with Santa Claus and,
for a small fee, get their picture
made with him.
AWH has more than 200
members all over the country.
The only requirements are
being a woman and having a
desire to help Harding

A sign familiar to all students is the one outside of the Associated
Women for Harding building. The A WH House is one of the
oldest buildings on campus. Photo by Kami Wentz.
University. "Although most
of our members are of the
Church of Christ, it is not a
requirement; anyone who
wants to help Harding can
join," Robinson said.
She added that many of the
women involved are Harding
alumni, but some have no close
ties to Harding; they just care
about the school and want to
help.
A WH is now selling an
afghan that features various
Harding emblems, such as

familiar buildings and the
swings.
The afghan was designed by
members and was put together
by a company in Missouri. It
can be purchased at off-campus

gift shops, and order forms are
available in the HUB.
AWH also has several Bed
and Breakfast locations that
operate out of members' homes
in the Searcy area d \iring
special events at Harding.
People from out of town can
visit Searcy, stay in a home and
the proceeds will go to the
scholarship fund.
Money for the scholarships
is completely raised by projects and fund-raisers.
A committee of members
meets and decides who should
be eligible for the scholarships,
all of which are awarded to incoming freshmen. Applications are available to students
through the business office.
All of AWH's projects are
ongoing and will continue in
order to bring in scholarship
funds.
In April, all chapters of the
club will meet together on
campus to present the money
they have raised to President
David Burks for the scholarship
fund.

That crazy Arkansas weather
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Andrew Pace, a junior from Elyria, Ohio, creates his version of a snow
man. Many students played in the snow last week. Photo by Kami Wentz.

You propose. She says,

"Are you serious?"
You show her this ring.
We're talking serious.

,•,\ I jJ/

~::'~d
Fine Jewelry

1545 E. Race • 268-4684 • Student Financing and Discounts

Andrew Cooper and Romer Rodriguez spar in a game of volleyball. The
sunshine was a drastic change from last week's snow. Photo by K. Wentz.

Your dad will love getting a bill from
us because he will know we took good
care of you.
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Celebrate Your
Heritage
Ce./ekaho.ns can
help you create a
wedding rich with
African tradition.
Stop by and ask to
see our selection of
wedding invitation
designs not found
anywhere else.

Located in the Searcy Medical Center

r:Siop 2J_y andr:See Ws r:Soon

2200 Beebe-Caps

Boyce Arnett, P.D.
Class of'66

268-3311

Expressway
Searcy, AR

72143
Local 305-4355

Toll Free l-888-

And you didn't have to worry about the money!

305-4355
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Jan Fortner chosen to speak for honor society induction
by Lori Boduch

Bison staff writer
Jan Fortner teaches Bible
and history, but it was the
English department that asked
her to speak Feb. 27 at the
induction ceremony for its
honor society Sigma Tau
Delta.
Every semester, the honor
society selects a faculty member to address the students on
a variety of subjects that relate
to literature in some way. "We
try to choose teachers from
different departments every
semester," said Kim Little,
who is president of Sigma Tau
Delta.
Little played an important
role in getting Fortner to be
the speaker at this year's
induction. "She's brilliant and
knowledgable in such a wide
range of subject areas," she
said. "She is also a very
dynamic speaker."
Fortner's pursuit of excellence is evident in her
academic accomplishments,
but talking to those who are
close to her reveals that it
extends far beyond just that
area. According to her
husband, Dr. John Fortner,
who teaches in the College of
Bible and Religion, she is also
"a terrific mother, wonderful
wife and a great homemaker."
Fortner grew up in Mobile,
Ala., where her mother became and still is the greatest
influence in herlife. While she
was in high school, Fortner's
adviserrecommended that she

go to college so she would be a
goodconversationalist. Itwas
only after shewas married and
had gone back to college that
she realized she could do
anything she wanted to.
Fortner said she sees her
life up to this point "as a
wandering. The things that I
planned didn't work out. But
when I look again, I see it as a
leading. I think that God has
been leading; it just wasn't as
I planned. God has His ways
of preparing you to do things."
In 1971, as a student at
Harding University, Fortner
met her husband when he was
leading singing at a lecture she
attended with friends. Of that
first meetin,g Dr. Fortner said
"Uan] was the prettiest, most
beautiful thing I'd ever seen in
my whole life, and she still is."
Their first date was to the
Monday night meeting on
campus. Their relationship
quickly progressed, and in
December of that year, they
were married.
In 1987, the Partners were
blessed by the arrival of their
son,Joshua,anonlychild. "We
know we lived a long time
without a child, but we just
can'trememberit,"Dr.Fortner
said. His wife said she believes
that there has to be a balance
between having a career and a
family. Therefore, she stayed
at home until Joshua was in
first grade and then began
teaching at Harding.
"Generally, I am in the
pursuit of universal knowledge," Fortner said. "There is

Mrs. Jan Fortner shares her excitement about Western Civilization with students in her 11:45 class. Whether
history, Bible or other areas of interest to her, Fortner loves the pursuit ofknuwledge. Photo by Kami Wentz.
not much I wouldn't like to
know about." Some of her
other interests include
spending time with her
husband and son, traveling,
cross-stiching, knitting and
crocheting. She is also an avid
reader, being literate in
Hebrew, Greek, Latin, French
and Italian.
Fortner teaches a women's
ministry class and several
history classes. She said she
doesn't have a favorite class to
teach because they're all

special in different ways. In
women's ministry she " gets to
see the students awakening to
the Bible." In history, she
enjoys teaching the things that
have happened in the past but
knows that you "must see it
from God's perspective and
His purposes." She said she
believes that "when you teach
and something clicks with a
student, it's worth getting up
the next morning and trying it
all over again."
Alongwithhermanycareer

Meet a Harding staff member who helps students find money
by Lance Lem.monds

Bison staff writer

11*~-1~ ·

Helping students understand financial aid paperwork
and finding ways for financing
students' education are Zearl
Watson's most cheriched
duties as director of Student
Financial Services.
"I love helping students
find the proper resources to
pay for college," Watson said.
"My main job is overseeing
the overall operation of the
financial aid office."
Watson and his wife, Betty,
are longtime residents of
Searcy and employees of
Harding. She is a distiguished
professor in the School of
Education.
The Watsonshavetwosons,
David, a senior at Harding,
and Zach, a freshman. The
family attends College Church
of Christ.

Watson came to Harding as
a student shortly after fulfilling
his duty in the United States
Army. He was a helicopter
pilot, serving one year in
Vietnam and his remaining
years of service during
peacetime.
While attending Harding,
Watson was a member of the
bowling team that won a
national championship. He
graduated from Harding in
1971 and was immediately
hired in the university's
accounting office. He came to
financial services shortly
thereafter and became director
in 1982.
In addition to his duties at
Harding, Watson also ran a
flying service and a flight
school at the Searcy Municipal
Airport.
For two years, he was
responsible for flying the late
President GeorgeS. Benson's
plane. "During that time,
flying Dr. Benson around took
top priority in my work; I
always enjoyed listening to his
speeches," he said.
Watson's personal and

Good Home Cooked Meals at Low Prices

SHELTON'S FAMILY RESTAURANT
Sunday Buffet $5.95 • 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Monday- Friday • 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Plate Lunches $3.95 • 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Fish & Seafood Buffet (All You Can Eat!!) $7.99
Friday 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
EVENING SPECIALS • 2 p.m. to 8 p.m.
24 oz. T-Bone w/Potato, Texas Toast & Salad $10.95
Old-Fashioned Hamburgers 2 for $1.00
101 S.W. First St., Kensett, AR 72082
(Just Follow Park Ave. East into Kensett)
Call-ins welcome • 742-5546

professional qualities are well
known. Those who know him
best rave about his devotion
to family, friends, colleagues
and students.
"My husband is a solid gold
person who is loyal to Dr.
Burks, loyal to me and to our
family, our church and the
whole Harding family," Mrs.
Watson said.
Jane Musick, associate
director of Student Financial
Services,agreed."Mr. Watson
is a very hard worker who
puts in long hours. He is
dedicated in his work, he loves
Harding University, and he is
very interested in providing
good service to students."

Zearl Watson
Sherry Dillard, financial
services receptionist, could
only find words of praise as
well. "He is very professional
to work for, very helpful to the
staff, and understanding and
professional in dealing with
students' questions," she said.

and family responsibilities,
Fortner still has several
speaking engagements a year.
She usually speaks at women's
retreats or ladies days.
Fortner said if she could
give the students of Harding
University one piece of advice
it would be "there is joy in
knowing God. Therefore, a
life should be spent getting to
know Him. You do this
through His word as well as
through the people He gave
you in your life.'

Summer Interns Needed
Christian children's
ranch has an opening
for one social work
intern and one youth
minister intern for
1997.
Will live and work on
Long Island, N.Y.,
with teenage boys.
College credit a
possibility. Send
resume to Thaddeus
Hill, P.O. Box 284,
Riverhead, NY,
11901

Do YOU WANT TO SAVE MONEY?

IF SO, BRING US YOUR LAUNDRY.

HARDING LAUNDRY
& DRY CLEANERS
Conveniently located at the
south side of campus on East
Park Ave.
279-4247
M-F 7 a.m. - 5:30p.m.
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Fri. Bison baseball vs. Central Missouri St. at 2 p. m.
Sat. Lady Bison basketball vs. Cameron at 2 p. m.

Lady Bisons defeat NSU in a physical game
by Robin Henson
Bison staff writer

Tennis sweeps HSU

The Lady Bisons defeated
Northeastern State University
(NSU) in Tahlequah, Okla., on
Thursday, Feb. 13. With the
final score of 78-68, the Bison
win upped their record to 24-1
and helped secure Harding's
ranking of fourth in the NAIA.
The NSU Lady Reds were a
close match, but the Lady
Bisons dominated the scoring
in both halves of the game.
Senior Bridget Benson of
Imboden, Ark., was the top
scorer for the Lady Bisons with
19 points. "They play a very
physical style of basketball,"
Benson said.
Searcy's own Angie Dugger
got into some foul trouble
against NSU but was able to
contribute 17 points. "It was a
tough place to play," Dugger
said, noting that she was
impressed by the team's game
intensity. "We seemed to play
a lot better in the second half.
Our defense stepped up, and a
strong defense leads to a good
offense."
Freshman guard Rachael
Raglin of Pocahontas, added
double-digit points. Sophomores Molly McPherson of
Greenland, Ark., Emily
PrysockfromMountainHome,

The men's and
women's teams defeated Henderson State
Tuesday in an away
rna tch. The Lady
Bisons went 9 and 0 in
their games while the
Bisons lost only one
point to HSU, a 9-7
doubles set, to win 8-1.
Thewin wasn'twhat
Coach David Elliott
was looking for,
though. "We won
e<1$ily, but we weren't
as fOc-used as I want us
to be," Elliott said.
Harding gqlfwins

The Lady Bisons catch up on conditioning and fundamentals as they practice in the Ganus Athletic Center
for a key game. Harding needed the workout in preparation for their win over NSU. Photo by Kami Wentz.
Mandy Cox from Paragould,
and Karie Fouts from Searcy
also scored for the Lady Bisons.
Assistant Coach Brad
Francis said, "It was a good
win on the road, and Benson
and Raglin did a good job
helping with the scoring load
when Dugger was in foul
trouble. With only two regular

season games left, it looks as if
a seat in the national
tournament is secure."
The coaches expect to end
the record season by continuing to win in the regional
tournament. Coach Greg
Harnden said the Lady Bisons
should be seeded No. 1 in the
regional tournament in Ft.

Bisons lose close road game to Drury
by Ashley Miller
Bison staff writer

Although it was a fight to
the finish, the Harding Bisons
just could not pull off a victory
in an away game against the
Drury Panthers on Monday
night. The Bisons were
defeated 78-73.
From previous games,
Coach Jeff Morgan had some
pre-game impressions about
the Panthers and their
strategies.
"Going into the game, I
knew they were a very hardnosed team, much like our
own," Morgan said. "We
needed to play very hard and
physical, doing a good job on
the boards and limiting them
to one shot. "
However, according to
junior forward J.R. Duke, the
Bisons were unable to fulfill

these goals. "The main problem
for us is that we got off to a
slow start and that really hurt,"
Duke said. "Our turnovers
killed us."
With a total of 25 turnovers
for the Bisons, Morgan agreed
with Duke. "You can't have
that many turnovers in a game,
but especially not in a game on
the road," he said.
Although trailing by 10
points most of the second half,
the Bisons surged the last three
minutes, getting within five
points of the Panthers. "The
last few minutes we seemed
like a different team," freshman
guard Levern Floyd said. "We
were fired up and picked the
game up to another level."
Other players saw some
changes in the playing level as
well. "We were down, but we
thought that we still had a
chance to get it," junior forward

Louis Bonner said. "That is
when we turned the intensity
up a notch."
Duke felt that the Bisons
made some positive changes
toward the end. "We got them
to do some things that they
didn't want to do, and we got
some of the shots we needed,"
he said.
Again, Morgan agreed with
Duke. "We did a good job
fighting back and executing
toward the end."
Junior off-guard Carlton
Bryant led all scorers with 26
points, including 5 of 8 from
the free-throw line. He also
pulled down 8 rebounds and
blocked two shots.
Point guard Matt Daniel, a
junior from Jonesboro, Ark.,
delivered seven of the team's
12 assists. Daniel played 32
minutes and finished with two
steals and 14 points.
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Michael Cooper, Jan. 27
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Jfow Open on Sunday
11-2 p.m.
f'ues-'Ihurs.
11 to 2 p.m. ~ 6 to 10 p.m.
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11 to 2 p.m.~ 6 to 11p.m.
Closed Monday
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279-1356
301 E. Market Ave.

Worth. The official seedings for
the tournament will be released
Monday morning.
The regular season will
wrapupthisweekwithahome
game on Saturday, Feb. 22, at 2
p.m. against Cameron University and a final match at Lyon
College in Batesville on
Monday, Feb. 24, at 5:45 p.m.
Men's Stats to Date
Top Scorers
(100 pts or more)
Carlton Bryant
J. RDuke
Cliff Miller
Louis Bonner
Matt Daniel
Brent Adams
Felix Jones
Sammy Ussery
Top Rebounders
(100 or more)
Carlton Bryant
Louis Bonner
J. R. Duke
Brent Adams
Cliff Miller
Assist Leaders
(40 or more)
Matt Daniel
Cliff Miller
Sammy Ussery
Felix Jones

'Ihe J:ite

6to7p.m.

Sports Notes

NOTICE
GRADUATING SENIORS!
Let us print your
graduation announcements .
Custom printed with your
name and degree.
Several styles to choose from.

HARDING PRESS

The Bison golf team
finished witha319last
Tuesdayandedgedout
Arkansas Tech, at 320,
Hende:rsOn State,
who ended with a 322.

and

Gsmlanta.kesDi¢ona
Leading40ofthe200 ·
laps at this ye(lr's
Daytona 500, 25-year·

oldJeffGordart became
the youngest driver to
win the race. Richard
Petty won the.event in

19?4 at the age of 26.
Minnesota at #21
Can it be that the
Minnesota Golden
Gophers are the No. 2
team in the land? The
new AP poll says they

are. The NCAA uses
the RPI (rated index)
system. Here is the

difference;
AI+Ifaoll
1. ansas

W

2. Minnesota
3. Kentucky

1

4
3

4. Wake Forest

2

5. Utah
6, (hike

14

'7, Iowa State
8. CleDaSOn

37

9. S. Carolina
lO.N'. Mexico

13
21

6

5

NHL leaders (2-18-97)
Eastern conference
Atlantic-.Philadephia

Top FT shooters
(over 75.0 pet.)

Northeast-Buffalo

J. R. Duke
Carlton Bryant
Damon Goggans

Central-Dallas

Western conferenCe
Pacific..Colorado

Biathletes in action
A joint team of

SPRING SING
T-SHIRTS
order now
from

ATHLETE'S

CHOICE

300 South Remington
Searcy, AR 72143

1529 E. Race in Gin Creek

279-4341

268-0216

Russian and Belarusian biathletes (skiing
and rifling) came to the
rescue of their coaches
while they were being
robbed. After the
attackers noticed the
biathletes loading their
rifles, they "were seen
running away for all
they were worth,"
reports said.
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Bison Sports Challenge :
Mazzio's Pizza

Sponsored by
Last week's winner: Chad Joice

College Basketball
:w·,

Arizona vs. Washington
Arkansas ,at LSU
Cincinnati at Memphis
Colorado vs; Texas
Georgia Tech vs. Cleii\SQn
Indiana vs. Minnesota
Louisville at Tulane
Maryland at Virginia
Michigan at illinois
Stanford v~. California
UCLA vs. Oregon
Utah vs. New Mexico
Wake Forest at Florida St.

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

(March 2)
Duke at N. Carolina
Kansas at Nebraska
Kentucky vs. S. Carolina
Pro Basketball
(March 1)
Washington vs. Golden St.
Cleveland vs. Boston
Houston vs. Dallas
Milwaukee vs. Sacramento
(March 2)
New York vs. Cleveland
Miami vs. San Antonio
Detroit vs. Atlanta
L.A. Lakers at Indiana
Charlotte at Minnesota
Dallas vs. Phoenix
Denver at L.A. Clippers
Utah at Vancouver
Philadelphia vs. Portland
(March3)
Toronto vs. Boston
Chicago vs. Milwaukee
Utah at Golden St.
New Jersey at Sacramento

Home base ball season starts today
by Emily Scheuerman
Bison staff writer

The baseball Bisons begin
their home schedule for this
season today against Central
Missouri State University.
With six returning starters,
Coach Shane Fullerton will
field an experienced pitching
staff and a solid group of
newcomers.
Last year, the team lost
pitchers Mike Anders and
Michael Taylor, catcher Brett
Neely, third baseman Todd
Miller, and centerfielder Daryl
Johnson. Fullerton said all of
these played a key role in last
year's success.
The outlook for this season
is one of optimism for Fullerton
and the players. Catcher Chris
Shelby from Houston, Texas,
said, "I'm really looking
forward to this season because
we have a really good group of
guys with a lot of talent."
The pitching staffis the main
strength of the Bison team,
according to Fullerton. The
team has four pitchers who are
juniors this year and who are
led by the only senior on the
team, Tim Lacefield. "Tim is a
talented and experienced
pitcher who has raised the
eyebrows of several professional scouts, including the
Atlanta Braves," Fullerton said.
Other strengths of the team
include consistent hitting and
experience in the infield.
The Bisons also have several
weaknesses, however. Fullerton said power is the team's
No.1 drawback and the team's
speed is" decent, but definitely

Harding Bison baseball player David Rampey throws the ball around
after practice on Wednesday. The Bisons host Central Missouri on
Friday. The team looks forward to a good season. Photo by Kami Wentz.
not a strength."
Another concern is that the
team has only had the
opportunity to practice outside
once. "There is a lot of
optimism," Shelby said, "but
there's still a little bit of
apprehension because we
haven't gotten as much work
in on the field as we wanted
to." Nevertheless, Fullerton
said, the team has gotten a lot
of work done.
The 1997 season will also be
the Bisons' first to play against
NCAA II teams, including such
powerhouses as University of
Wisconsin/ Oshkosh and Central Missouri State. Next year
will begin the first official play
in the Lone Star Division.
Aaron Brister, a junior
pitcher and transfer from
Crowley's Ridge College, said,

''I'm excited about the new
division. It's going to be a lot
more competitive and challenging, but it will help us in
the long run."
Shelby added, "Playing in
the new division is really going
to be a boost for our program,
and you get better by playing
better people."
This season's competition
will definitely be tougher for
the team, but sophomore
catcher Gary Bull said, "We
have a strong defense, an
excellent pitching staff and,
above all, a bunch of hardworking guys."
Fullerton is also optimistic
about the season. "We have
the ability to compete with
everybody on our schedule and
the potential to beat a lot of
people," he said.

Club ana Intramural Results
Men's club basketball championships

Women's club and intramural basketball

Big A, B, C, D, and E games
Titans vs. Seminoles

Large club A - Ko Jo Kai
Middle club A - Kappa Gamma Epsilon
Small club A - Ka Re Ta

Middle A - Theta Tau Delta vs. lower bracket
Middle B - Knights vs. Chi Sigma Alpha
Middle C- Galaxy vs. Knights/ Chi Sigma Alpha
Middle E - Knights # 4 vs. Chi Sigma Alpha

Intramural championship
Bulls - champions
Celtics vs. Rockets for consolation winner

Game of the week
Seattle at Orlando

Welcome, arm-chair sports fans!

I
I
I
I
I

This is a chance for you, the Harding student, to battle wits with
The Bison Sports Editor and be eligible for a free medium pizza
and four drinks at the same time. Cut out the entire entry sheet and
drop it in the Bison Sports Challenge box at the Campus Mail
window before Friday at 10 p.m. One per student. HAVE FUN!

1 Name
IL Phone
_______ _

_

Box# _ _ _ _j
--

:xRw 0ra & :xRw 0ra Wesl
• Voted Best Tanning Salon in White County
for 1997 by The Daily Citizen readers
• Clean Tanning Beds and Rooms
• New Bulbs for 1997 Tanning Season
• Unlimited Advance Tanning Reservations
• 10% Discount for Harding Students
• Full-Time Receptionist
• Open 7 Days a week

Xew0ra

Xew 0ra lP.Jesf

2930 E. Moore
268-6112

1909 Beebe-Capps
278-5999

Come to '50s Night at Pizza Inn!
Everything on the Menu is

soo/o offl
Enjoy the best pizza around at the best price in
town. The music is rockin'
and the prices are unbeatable.

'50s Night is.every Thursday
,
at Pizza Inn
Winner of the 1997 Pi Sigma Epsilon Pizza Wars

Come to Pizza Inn at 2600 E. Race
No Coupon Required. Dine-in only. Not valid with other offers.

268-4107

